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Cutline of our Daddy's Wenderings during the early sixties or Three Ysars with
0ld Glory emid hardship, joys and privations,

I commenced this squally life on January 28, 1842 in Yillistown Township, Chester
County, Pennsylvania, fifteen miles west of Philadelphia or six miles East of
West chester, Penn., Lived here until 1854 when the family moved to Carroll
County, Illinois. Here I attended school in winter and tilled the soil in summer

until the year 1860 when I returned to Philadelphia vhere I wes to work in brother

Isaac's store for $10,70 per month and board with hours from § A.M. until 11 P.M.

In April 1862 I returned to Illinois snd on the 8th of July Brother David snd myself
enlisted in Company "I", 92nd 111. Vol. Inf,, for three years or during the werl

‘¥e were not mustered into the U.S. Sertice until Soplember 4, 1862 st Rockford,
Illinois, our rendezvous.

Eere we tarried, drilling and meneuveringz until October 10 when ws were ordered

to Covingtoﬁ, Kentucky and vhich place we errived 2t on Sunday, Cctober 12,

Slept on the ground without tents and heerd the roar of the Artillery to the Eﬁuth

of us. On lond.y the 13th we drew tents 2nd we_ ons, #lso mules znd rations.

On October 18 we received orders So march end our first march commenced a%

4:00 P.Ms not on the cars but on fooﬁ, with knepsack, gu;, blankets, haversack,
canteen snd 40 rounds of cartridges. The start was splendid, we were young and
by midnight we reached the Feir Grounds of Kenton Countyv and were dead Gtired

end played out, artillery still booming in the distence. Of courss, it rained so

we're a very sorry crowd.



- e

Falmouth was the next towm reached, then @Gynthiana October ?4 and camved in e

snow storm 5 to & inches deep.

Telk about "My Old Kentucky Home", well I guecs, we wanted to be home with -
mother. The old rigz pen would have been a warm plece the: night. Next day we
trudged on to Paris end then to Lexington--Suffering for vmater, for it was =

dry time in Ke~tucky.

From Lexington we went to Winchester then to Lt. Sterling and here we remained
sbout a month then back to Lexington again., November 19 reached Nicholsville

and on the 26th went to Danville in & snow stormn.

Here Brother Dave was tuken sick and I ceme dovm with Tuphoid Fever--joined

my regiment agein on the 25 of January and on the 26 commenced ocur merch to
/5#"'1*.._..

Louisville, K;T\¥~1t snowed =nd reined daily on this march-- le slept in m

“nd snow, and I scarcely convalescent. whiskey was issusd on this mesrch the

[l

first ond only time. On the 31lst we merched thru Louisville snd took steamar for

Washville, Tennessee. : T

On t:is Srip we sufiered worse then morching as it wes cold snd stormy snd we
nad to sleep ocnd stay belwesn decks, (all open) heads under the boilers and feet
i

under the muiles and horses. Freezing at one end and roastins at the other. No

oleasure on & winter trip on the Ohio River. Reached/Fort Donaldson pn Feb., 3

and sow our first battle field where the 83rd Ill., Regt. had cleaned out Gen.

Forrest's command and killed =nd coptured 600 men.

o
[

de had seen our first dead and thought of the "Bull Jog" Gen. Grent who the ye
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before capbured(Fort Donelson) Five cannon shot went thru one tombstone and
one door vpznel hed 17 bullets in it. Never sew one regiment do so much execution.

Forrest hed 6000 men against one regiment.

.

On the 7th of February 1863 we reachediﬁashville, feﬁﬁn end cemped 3 miles out

e e e e

on the Franklin Pike. In a few days the sound of cannon summoned us to Frenklin,
vwithout tents or baoggege. Here Col. Coburns brigade of iisconsin troops were
caught in a trep and captured. ‘e being too late to render him any aid. Then

commenced 2 chase after their capltors ta Columbia, Tenny

e were three Gzys going out, skirmishing 211 the way.

This was our only march with gellsnt Phil Sherdsn under Gen. Gordon Granger,

& “est Point Dehm Phocl, * wes on picket for three nights--rain =211 the #ime--
no tents--no retions but nigger beens, Crackers were sold for $1.00 zpisce.

None to be had.

The third night without sleep I lzy down for & snooze by 2 fire end went to Eleep~-

when I woke up my high boots fell from my feet-—-burned to 2 crisp. The march

back with no enemy in front was made in one dey, I think. I made it bare foot

on & turnoike road in February end for fout weeks knew nothing ss I had = relavse

i

of Typhoid and was put in a field hospital. My regiment left me and Bro. Dave

Neshville tyelve miles ewny, end I too sick to know it. Brother Hiram

took Brother Dave's body home and he (Hiram) died in two weeks. At homs they

su .posed %3t 1, too, w~s no more as Hirem hed revorted my condition 2s hoveless.

Ko doubt so much suffering end werrying killed him. “ell after o time, I do not

knov: how long I found wyself in Hospnitel #13 ait Noshville, Tenn. I wos convalescent



of Typnoid when I came down with & severe attack of Erysipelis in the hesd nnd
eyes. I wes blind end crazy with pain for some days but finslly got 2round agein.

dbout July permis&ion was granted me tc join my regiment if eble aqiﬁartrace;>

S— i

Term. I made the effort snd after severel collspses reached my commend. I
seemed to be partly peralyzed in my limbs and would double up without werning.
finally reached the regimem t. The boys brought me corn, blackberries and

peaches and good cheer=-1 partcok freely--was so the% I had to be helped to dress,

the boys having to button my clothes.

;e were finelly given horses. <Coursge end health returned and with them csme
2 gun nd horse and the smell of b-ttle vas sron to be ours,

S

e
August 16, 1363 we tock up our merch for the(EEattanooga c&mpPi;é} thile at

———— e

iartrace we v=r2 given horses tsken from the Gen. Grenger's commend and

L} ]

talder Bri: de”

put in the famous S of Lounted Infentry and were soon to see busy

times--:lviays in front our scouting.

g )
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¥From .artrece 39 vient to Univsrsi oy rlece on top of the Cumberlsnd bountains,

X L

our rirst G .ys march on horsebock--CUitizen's saddles--half of the men never

on a horse beifore ond The roads wsre paved with fryin: pens, coiffec pots, knives,
i

forks, swoons, sacon, hardtack :nd poor rizers. It rained torents and I never

have heard such terrific thunder but it was “he jolliest £nd most ludicrous ride 1

ever vitnescsed,
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‘e next struck lracy City, & ‘coal mining tovn then J:sper snd then Foe's Tavern

ol Y

n the valley of the Tennessee. Here wve hnd skirmishes erd did picket duty on the

river snd were fine ly sent via Sridgeport to Chattenooga. Fought our way to the

%o of Lookout wmountain and were the first regiment in Chettsnooge. This was

.

before Hooker hzd his bettle on the Liount=in., From Chatt=nooge we went to

fﬂossvillejthen to Lhicemegue and did heavy skirmishing for two weeks before the

Brttisl

Septenmoer 18 we dre rations &t Fond “-rings znd hesrd hesvy ertillery firing
nearby. On the morning, of the 19¢th, we were in seddles eerly and orderaed to
left of line. e would gallop for sn hour then rest for sn hour and ride again for

life, wait for orders then at it agein.

The dustc was terrible. Tom Gren's horse fell and hzlf of “he company r-n over him
out he jumped up, regnined his horse snd rode on, not hurt £ norticle. 1t was =

miracle, Here I met Dan Fowler, an old school mete in 19%h I11. Infentry. c‘here

5

ere you poing, he said. To get & furloush I replied. It wes provhetic.

e rode by burning fences the entire forencen, no dinner cni sbout one o'clock
¥ g s

we stovped &t ~idow Ylen's house vhare we vere ordersd te dismeuht cni form

line in cornfield, take dovn fences znd prepsre for britle,

I wos scared for my legs were tricky end would let me dovm witheut any worning
whatever #nd I thought if we had to run, where would I be, “hile weiting here the
field telegresh wis out up and Gen, Zosecrans come to us and estsblished his

headaucsriers at the .idow Glen's ond semt us flying ferther So the left to reinforce

= e £



Reynolds Division which was hard vressed. e arrived ot junction of the two

roeds, tied our horses to trees and sailed in; taking the =zloce of & Bripgede vhich
hzd been routed 2nd dorn't you think for 2 minute that the bullets, snot, shell
bark, chips and dirt did not fly. I hed fired three or four shots when I thought
someone struck my shoulder with a club, my arm felt numb at this minute and just
then Gen. Reynolds rode up and said, "For God's sake, men f=ll back, you are being
surrounded."” Hehad to strike cne or two men to meks them fall beck as we did not
know we were ninned. Was I afraid? HNo, not as long as I could shoot. It seemed
as tho & bullet greazed my cheek every second that I wes in thet fight cnd I guess

I am right in thinking so as I could feel them burn. Only Sargent Price, Corporals
Bigzer and Colehour were hurt of our comsany--Jim Bigzer being killed., I went back
end lay dowvn by & tree, felt homesick and with no friend neer but dead ond dying all
around, when he# cems in the person of Sergt. Price, blood =211 over but he could
welk and I knew he was not badly wounded but received a glancing shot in the fore-

heed end was bleeding 1like a stuck pig.

But we were chums. Finslly the regiment ceme along brouzht our horses, and we
were able to ride to Crewfish Springs where we found eight hundred (800) of oﬁr
boys viounded, the first dey's work,

Dr. Clinton Helm, our surgeon, ceme at midnight to dress our wounds snd we told
i

1

him to do what he could for the others first who were injured more severly. ‘fe

lay dovm under the trees (notents) and it wss cold.
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Sorme zuy tool our blanket off and left us to shiver but we were up 2t the peep of
&y =na did wh=t we could to helov. Big kettles of soup were put on for the

wounded cnd svout eleven o'clock the csvelry formed behind us and we who could

were ordered back to Chattanoogea.

I still had my horse but had nothing to eat since the breskfast the dey before
(S2turday) end I end the Doctor Darkey with Doctor's wehch end best case of
instruments we went to Chattanocog=, arriving st sundovm of Sunday, September 290,

hevingz

o

gone twenty miles--tired, wounded and weery I lay down by the river close
by pontoon bridge. Uoc got me some crackers :nd I ley there from Sundey night
until Jednesday morning while a steady stream of wounded were crossing sll this
time. (Just those who were sble to walk,) On YWednesday we were stowed sixteen
in & wagon end sterted for Stevenson, eighty miles awey, over the mountains,
rocks, gullies, hills and valleys. ¥e sixteen in one wagon with a six mule

team on cheed were zounded to 2 jelly. Mo grub end we smelled vworse then a
garvaze Wagoh.

I can ;ive no estimate of the number of wounded on this train, ' f

On this trip the boys with good legs csu:ht = eslf =nd the boys with good arms

tried to kill it with clubs =nd hove 2 stew but slas it, zot avay end wie spent
another hungry night. ¥e found = few chestnuts end arr;ved at Stevenson, Ala. on
the 24th, I think, a% derk end as luck hes alweys followsd me (or the Lor@, i
think) my second lieutenont wes the first men I sew--he hed money, I had none--

I eslled for pie, got it, could get nothing else. Fifty men crawled into a box

car, nearly starved, the door went shut 2ni snapped fast. All cur yelling did not

bring a brakemen for hours. The stench wes terrible but at lest we heerd yells--
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the train stoosed, our door was pried open and vhat did we see=-=-Comrades with
great weshboilers of steeming hot soup tnd derned good soup, too--and a cup full
for every wounded men so we had our fill, end blecsed them.

I wish I could think of the neme of this station - (Stevenson, Ala,) Well, we

went slowly on to Nashville, Tenn. &nd reached there Friday.

¥e were put into the Colleze Hosritzl, had s glorious room given e refreshing bath
a real night shirt and sheets tvo. Dr. pulled blue sleeve cloth out of my wound,
dressed it, gave me some guinine and whiskey after which I was given a nice

supper end then I slept the sleep of the just. But welcome 2s my much needed
sleep and rest vas, I dreamed of the piles of legs 2nd arms I had seen &t the

surgeons tables at Chattanooga.

I spent one month in this hospital and wes then sent home to Illinois on 2 furlough.

I need not rehearse my sufferings on the home trip,

Jamuary 18 was bitter cold and the reilroads were blockaded for ten days thuer
was deteined until the f{ifteenth of Jamuery when I started for the front znd to
find my regiment, Revorted a:t Louisville for transsortation and when the morning

came, all of those in the transfer barracks were sent but me snd I just rebelled
at this trestment and the officer in command told me to run for the train and get
in with the othsr troops which I did and crowded myself in with e Chicego Battery

troop and their officer sew me thru.

But such e trip in box cors with no fire in ths middle of Jenunry, too, and w
reached our destinstion about midnight, stiff with cold e#nd hungry, tco. e tore
linings from the cur anc mede 2 iire on the fl-or end vhen this beczme tco hot we

c2lled on some comrade who was under pressure to cuench the fire.
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Lodged in the Lallicoffer House at Nashville. The next day we took a train for
Stevenson, Ala. where we arrived and sle t on side of mountain =1l alone, under
the frosty dome and awoke early -»inched with cold. UYent down to the spring to
vesh and found an officer there ahead of me and when he rose up to dry his face
I was dazed for who should it be but my surgeon whom I had left on Chicamegua

Battle field. He had been captured and sent to Libby prison for thrsze months,

being taken o priscn=r vhile ecaring for the wounded.

e journeyed towerds Huntsville,ﬂgfrtly by train and partly on foot and reached
there at midnight of the tﬂentiefﬁ of Janmuery, Found the boys under marching orders
for early morn end wes invited to join (by the Captain) so borrowed a horse, saddle
and gun. The Colonells cook s2id that I was a fool and that I would come back

in an =mbulance,

Well, we marched towards Florence, Ale,., and on Jenuary 22 our Compeny in
advance we met the enemy., This was lussell or Muscle Shozls on Tennessee River,
had cuite & brush then drove them end czotured eight nrisoners.

ile were sgein put in advance and started for Florence, but hed hardly gone & mile
vhen we met them in strony force and tying our horses to trees snd ssiled in (our

Company only) to a whole brigade of Johnnies. Tvo comrades end myself were on

the left going it alone end we had good shooting at fifgéen yerds when they charged
us, but not until they put a minnie bullet thru my left or well shoulder snd zun
in hand I started to find my horse., Hurt but not whipped I loaged off dowm the

middle of the roed when a whole regiment of Rebels shot at me but I vas not Lo be

killed by the Rebels.
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Supoosed my arm was shot off snd was growing sick end dizzy when a comrade

«ho was timid of the fight brought my horse to me and led me back 2 hzlf a mile
to my dear old surgeon, Dr. Helm, who was like a father to me. I rolled into a
fence corner end caslled for water which was soon given to me, thet is three con-

teens full of mud, but it wes good.

The Doctor pulled a handkerchief thru my wound, cleansed it and bound it up and
I was "Hors du Combet" for 2 while. I scolded the Doctor for cutting my coat
sleeve off and throwing it avay. Blood in my boots, blood all over and I saw
the boys shudder as they looked et my ghastly face and battered arm but I felt
solace in the Dear old Doctor's eyes and they g-ve me confidence and I knew I

had a chance of saving the arm.

I forgot to say that just as we were driven back our Brigsde ceme up and drove
the Rebs awpy in 2 hendsome manner. 1 was given the belt and revolver of a

Captain who was killed but they have since become lost.

e had completed our mission and turned for home, eizhty miles sway. “hen thg
Doctor put me in smbulance with 2 biz Johnnie who ha2d bteen shot in the rear 2nd
8 comrade of our Regiment who was dangerously wounded, he szid: this men %ill
probably die before morning but ycu won't mind. This mon was iAndy Reffsriy of
Compeny "B" who had four bullets in him end was verslyzed but got well almost
as soon as I did. My arm got no c2re and no bandaze but only cold weter in

plenty a2l1l1 ths way back for three days.,

Did you everyhave your bones scraped with & file? ™ell, those were my feelings

for severcl nizhts.
o
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As I ley by 2 cams fire tune first night after being wounded, Colonel Adkins came
2long end seid: Corporel, I am going to send you home os soon as you are sble

end if you don't stey all day I will heve you Court-Martialed. I wes put in a
privete hospit. 1l in Suntsvil:e ;pd vhen well enough was sent home =2gain to stay until

.

well. \\”

I omitted to say that the Cook who had macde the provhecy thait "I would be shot
again" vas the first to sce me on my return to cemp} He seid: "You demn phool,
I told you to stay at home for I knew you would get it snd the next time it will

ve & center shot."

Huntsville wa$ & beautiful dreamy place and & rich resort for old plenters who

o o : , :
hed retired. Here was the lariest soring thet I had ever seen.
I remained here for ebout a month when my furlough ceme from the Colonel with
orders to remain 2% home until well, so with my arm in & sling I -orked my vay
North and found the girls just as handsome as ever end they rejoiced to sees me,

f

Although "BHors du Combat", I could visit and eat and May the sixth found me sgain

1. .

in the saddle 2% Ringold, Georgia, This third leave tcking wes the darkest one
of 211 for you cll know the old sayinz sbout "Three times and out". I had slready
had my two and fully expscted the third as you will see leter that "It might

have been'.

On Liay 6, 1864 Sherman's Atlante Campeign storted. “le left Ringold thet day for

Resaca viz Snake Creek Gzp and sikirmished 211 the way and captured the Reb's mnil

wd

end read =211 the Johnnies' letters sz:ing that the var vould socon end s they had

Uncle Billy Shermen put where they vmnted him.
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Phs rain coursd dovm 211 thod nizht in ths gep and e just floz%ed 2round in
our beds. The next dey we left Resnces on our left and o good many of our boys
were hurt. The second dsy we went straizht at therm ond drove them into their

vorks snd hed our heroic Gen. Kilostrick shot in the thigh.,

@'

held them until Gen. #ohn A. Logan out his troops in our =l-ce ~nd then we
started for Lays Ferry which wes 2bout six miles swsv to flonl: them. liere

teszce se&vw the Grendest Kertial. cisvley of ebout fifty regiments zoing into

battle writh colors flying, well dress lines snd plenty of noise from both srtiliery
and masiketry. e -ent to the Ferry and fought our w2y ascross in bosts., (The
Ostonsle Kiver)e .e were now in Genersl Judson Kilsatricks's Division. EHere ot
Lays lF'erry we lost sever2l men but goined our woint by getting our infentry across
end commenced & flenk movement thet drove Johason's Commznd out of desces bat £t

.'_'n

feerful cost. 4 womsn (2 rebel) had 2 leg shot off vhile s3=

et “he crossing

votching the fight.On

Cn kay 18 we went %o Calhoun, then to Adeireville end then to Kingston vhere vie

did scouting duty clong the Etowa River. : T

On June 13 vwo mere s=nt beck to Zester So vprirel the rrilresi —hich ehels
were molesting., .hnile in or necr Lingston I hod inzsroin; tos nrils thet vre-

venbtad my vrearing shoes and the Joctor slit the toe and pulled pert of

them off with foreepsl :¢hile in this fix, in play with 2 biz Gzrman I 2ccidentelly

jumped on his spurs ani gtuelk it nerily throuth one of my fae: rnd betr=an nmy

€.

neiless Hees ani sounaed Foobt 1t w95 sSorry vOrE viding aps &4 nin in erosdsd
colurms.

iz ley in Fesses for two weeks but hrd no resS Bhoush for iiilncirie: wiis our
lesdee erh cmde hiers T oaend over She bibile fiele rufin fpl e by BEeonild
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The healie brpah s Lateraily

w

rowed dovm ciose to the ground »nd here I sow one

two inch trec which had eizht bullet holes in it end near on old %ree sbout sz h=1f

Ll

mile west of Esaca I collected a quantity of relics such as - ieces of shells and

bullets. .

Don't go te war barefoot--if on horse baclk every frying p'n in the reziment will

serape your shins raw, 1 had to go to & hospital of whieh I had hed enoughe.

b=

On July 25 Kilpatrick returned to us, heving recovered frem his wound and we

started for Altoona Pass which was f2mous from "Hold the Forg'.

From flctoon Facs we took the right of Sherman's army to Atlenta fighting all of
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Lhie wee and Ghen shepred cv Sondtowr on the banks af the

we aid lively work and czme to lsy pontoon bridge
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the risey but first had
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to drive thz enemy out. e ware flenking Atlanta or Johnson's force. e went
out to Feirburn Station on the lontgonery end West Foinit Railroad ~here we

o

up the trecks end reised hell in genersl, then vent baock

On Thursdey the sixteenth of avugust Gen. Shermen sent {ive thoussnd of our com-

mand out for = run sround Atlants and we took vlenty of jemuniticn, no blankets

or Gtents, dbut plenty of grub end sterted out at six in the evening asnd by nine

o'clock theot eveninz ire were in it hot 2nd fire and bullets flew thick end fest.

=

.2 wWon anc on the run chased

hem until morning when we struck the rsilrcad then

S

.

destruction corsegnced and ve turned the trzelr over znd zf+zy the roils had been




‘e next reached Jonesboro, our objective point, where cll public buildings were

curned, railroads aemolished snd barrels of whiskey were turned into the gutiters

ana thoussnis of dollars vorth.of web rations destroyeds Treins vere tooting

to

1

the North of us ., nd trzins to the South of us, all brin in Zevel troows.

1

e fought like derions nezrly all night, destroying all that we could snd just at
tie peep of ds=y w2 pulled ocut for Lovejoy Station where meny were captured as they

were vorn out and hzu gone to slecepr but the noise of battle 4id not evcken them,

«hen near Lovejoy station we were surrounded by heavy colurns of Rebel Infantry

and while fizh%ing for our lives, three flags of truce ecme with & demand that w
surrender. Kilosirick told them he would ask his wife end in no time hsd messad
his geilent five thoussnd men cnd rode the Johnnies down li%e shesp. Tie czptured
P

to nisces of

¢-rmon, & gre2t meny prisonsrs end erms. The road v2s paved withk
erms vhich the Zebs hesd throvm sizy and hend: were up on every side which vere
sizns of surrender.,

o e

‘e reached our old c mp &% Sendtovm on londsy, fugust 25, vlaysd out complqte{y

as w2 heé not unsaddled our horses nor hzi & niznt's rest, of our men hsd

lost their hets vhile riding,.
Lost a third of our hosses., Reined every day so we vere constontly wet and
fiznting every hour. 'ie went com:cletely srcund Atlant=. Sherm=n s=sid, "Vell
done, Boys" end the next dsy you will take the same route snd the inf niry wil’
follox:, =nc then Atlenbte =111 be ours =znd in less than ten dsys che wrs,

Cur suirerin

g cennot Te described. I have slept and seen the boys sleep when

csnnen were thundering srouni us. ©One be;, sShilling, by neme, we threw weter in



his face from canteens and he woula weke up long encugh te swear just helf an

3

octh ené be aslesp 2gz2in insta:tly. So near dead were our men

2

Fh

or rest that

death had no terrors for them.

On the trip we made a tyvogrephicsl msp that Shermen wented in his flanlk move-
ment. Gen. Hoold was in command now in Atlenta, Johnson suvperceded and we had

three days of herd fighting again befcre re resched Jonesboro the second time

no

and meny breve boys fell at Jonesboro but Aflanta was ours. 1 hed e deteil of
men in Atlanta for a month sndwwe slept in & smoie house ani 2 good place too

on Peach Tree Street.

Then we were ordered to ¥arietta. This was while our boys wers chasing Gen.

Hood back to Franklin for Pep Thomss to vag. No period of our service was £o

trying 2s this raid around Atlanta anc cur repitition of it. It was & two

weeks fizhc of 1t for eour csvalyry snd w» wepe sonctently on the move.

" hen Shermen marched dowm to
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At Herietta on tane thirteenth of HNoverber 1864 we burned our bunks os we ver

@

expecting marching orders but we vere ordered baclk to comp,.

i
On the fourteenth of Hovember we started for the se2 but we kmew not our destin-
aticn et this time. YWest of Atlante e took un our march throuzh Jonesboro agzein
and 2% Lovejoy Station we 2gain hac ¢ -ad short brush with the enery. e then
1

moce streisht for Macon-to deceive the Rabels-

™
=y

nd after & hard fizht captursd
their works but coula not hold tnem, in fact, we did not went to for Shermen

wanted the Rebels to think we vrere aiter Shat tovm.
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We left Lizcon end that night had a fierce fight, then swung to the East and
tilledgeville, the Canitol of Georgia. Here the Le
but hurriedly they left and we organized a new legislsturszs, slected members and

again voted Georgie into the Union, onece again.

We then started Tor Milan to rescue our prisoners (Nov. 25) snd the enem;

. Fl

rowted us out sarly =nd in sSpi

4]

e of its being Sunday, we fought 211 day until

3

nine a2t night end at close guarters most of the time too. e were orderzd not
to ston but to hurry end rescue our boys ai Milan. We had heard during the day

that they had been removed to Salisbury, N. Carolina., DI'id not heve a man hurt

this whole dsy. The next day, Kilpatrick (our regiment) gave ‘theeler and

o
o

Hempton a handsome threshing, killing and wounding ebeut four hundred men. Ve

next went to Louisville, Ga, where we rested until 211 of Sherman's infantry

=

pessed. e hed demonstrated smoothl; ageinst Augusta, Ga., and now we

=4

o]

ha

turnsd for Szavenmeh and a2 weelk from our last fizht, on The same ground end on

Sundeyk too, we jumped on Wheeler and Hempbon at ‘fnynesborough end geve the

B}

!

the best threshing that they had ever had. Ve lost several of our boys this day
General Wheeler. We had no supper thest night before

e
end vere on opicket duty all night then were' shelled by the enemy =#n2 had no
breakfast but hed to run nearly two miles so when we, got into the fight we could
not shoot very straight. i
"HC 7= HBAD PCA TEE S@A”

wiliz

‘e encountered swemps most cf the way 2nd Rebels hzé plented shells in the

ro2ds to get us, felled trees in our way &nd burned bridszes to ¥e2® us baek but

we landed on the tenth day of tecembsr with our smiuiinces full of the wounded

comrédes as ‘e could not leezve them for the enemy.



=T

Wie starved around Savennsh until the 2frd of December and hed only rice to est

iy :
and this we he

to shresn. On the atove date the ecity -ms coptured =nd rations

fa

soon ca2me af'ter that,.

We still went farther south into Floride e short distance. Forage for man and
beast very plentiful end very little fizhting going on.

From Marietta to Savennah and back and forth we hed travelled over five hun-
dred miles, had numerous fights, &lways being successful, capturing eleven
hundred and fifty mumles end horses, lived on the ccuntry, burned five thousend,
eight hundred end forty bales of cottor, burned twenty nine Cotton Gin Fouses

end eleven flouring mills,

b |

1

his is the record of one brigade of four Regiments in the (loyel?) stete of

Gearzis. “hat will the har

4
<

i}
ol

st be in the Cerolinszs, you shall soon sse.
General Shermzn vresented the city of Savennah to President A, Lincoln on

Christmes Dey in 1864 which heopened to fall on Sunday. I

]

~

‘e viere revieved on the twelfth day of January in 1885 by the 8ecretary of “ar
(Stanton) in the city of Savenneh. Then came 2 rest end orders of congratulations

from our wiley Commsnder, General “Williem T. Shermen.

Cn my twenty=-third birthdicy, J=nusry 28, 1865, the trumpsts blew boots °nd

o

seddles and we were off for Sistars Ferry zbout twenty eizht miles up the Ssvan-
nah River. On February 3 our brigade crossed, the edveance of all trocos and

Ly

vwie expecbed the sacrad =scil of Soutz Caroline would sink +with us. Here insteszd
b 3




wr> found torpedoss in the roads =nd some were slain but we tarried not =nd soon
reached Robertsville #nd cemped at Lawtonville. An early start and a twenty
mile march brought us to Allendzsle,

Now e bezan to see lone chimmneys, smoking ruins end bloo#t red skies at night.
The kud Hills of the North were sbroad with the sword of Justice. ¥Not now could

onc Southern Chevalier whip six Yankees for the Lord of Hosts vas our guide.

dhen vwithin two miles of Barnwell, we found the ensmy, fortified on the East

Side of the Salkhatchie River and the bridgze burned.

Our regiment dismounted a2nd plunged into the swamp, some swem 2nd some waded

the river and took the fort =Athout a halt.

EKilpatrick ordered fires built for it ¥2s cold 2nd we vwers wet 2nd the balance
of the command wvent on to Barnwell a2nd b, morning fire hed finished the ruin.
tthile the tovm v s burning Kilopatrick geave o dance bty invitation., It wes a biﬁter
satire for the Loy:zl Confederzite Ladies whose homes ‘ere ourning but who inst!—
gated the rebellion?
The next day we wrere off for Blackville, driving “heeler!s trooos and destroying
the railroads. ‘e next comped at Williston Staticn then towerds Auguste and
camped at .indscr. Cur company wos sent to ocurn the cotton mills near Augusta
but f:ziled as too meny Johmnies were guarding them., Nex%t cemped et Fole Cat
Pond end daylizht of the eleventh of February found us in the szdéle on our wmy
vo Aiken eané we in zcvenee were to sesc 2 stremious time of it. Cur Regirent
rove the enemy into Aiken end were cauzht in 2 trap set by theelsr 2nd Hampton

ni Cheathom's Jivision of Infantry. Yie rode right in 2nd were left by Filpstrick

4

=% oursslves out of it and h=s sunposed tha:t we vere =11 espture ut Gene
to ze rasl cut of it enc hes sunposed the 11 ¢ d, but General



S

Adlins, cur Brigedier ssid "no". He disobeyed ord

{5

rs snd vwith the bzlance of
3rigede charged thes Rebels on one side and we on the other 2ni we come out with
colors up, aiter losing thirty of the boys,

Colonel Van iuskirk, (none more handsore nor orave) was pulled from his horse
snd with empty revolver wes pounding the Rebels on the richt and left +hen some

of the boys ceme to the rescue and rescued hin.

ify Cep tain, Becker, could not zet his sword from the scabbard and being e pow-
erful men used scabbard snd sword to smash heads right and left. None were dis-

meyed end we came out victorious end hsd & running fight sack %o cemp at Pole

Cat Pond again. Hsre we found gallont Kilpatrick with the balance of our Div-

(=8

sion 2nd resdy for battle but old General Theeler w»s shy of rail breastworks

ter his swful drutbing at Buck Hesd Creek in Georeis,
- L=

2

ki

we cemped hsre the second night and were not mclested 2% 211, and the next day

did scouting. This demonstretion wms to deceive the enemy and ovrotect the left
wing of Sherman's ermy which swung ofi the Eest and 2% noon we Tollowsd ond r

cemped at Devis kills on South EBdisto River,

The rmorning found us at it by daylight with the Rebels in front cnd on parzllel

rozd to left. Camded twenty miles from Columbis sand the next night we cemped
&% Lexington where we were attecked in the nis

n3xt Gny crosssd She Szlude on pontoons. Started at

for Alsten and atbte:ipted To szve the dridge which ==

sroxd diver but the enery hadd it burned so we crossed or “ontocns,

Cn Februery 19 vwe merched at sundevm #nd by four o'clock in the rornins we hkad

only msrened four miles es the rosads vere filled ~7ith our infensiry and we'en



trains. After waiting 21l nizht in a drenching rain we crossed the Borad River
and it was too cold to strike e match but some other Yenk did it and we varmed
up by & good dry rail fence fire. Coffee 2nd hoardtack vwrmed us and we were off

for konticello (which vas in flesmes) and camped ot “hiite Cak Sta ion on the

Railroad,

Nine of our boys who were out foraging viere captured =nd their throats cut by
‘ade Yamnton's men, They lay beside the road 2nd on their costs were pinned

papers marked "No querters for foragers". This wes only enother semple of

South Carclina Valorco butcher vrisoners in cold blood and after they had peace-

fully surrendered tco.

On the Z0 of February we started at six ia the morning end crosced the Zorad

River then thru Lonticello vhich wes burning.

Fetruzry twenty-second we went to Bluckstock Station and on the twenty-third we
went to Glsdden's Grove thence to Catoba River here ve hrd to sit on our hors=s
all mi=af durins 2 cold raln, weicins 1O cross the river. r

hile were in writing here, two Union men almost neked ecme to us for provection.

They had ceen in 2 Rebel Prison (HxLL #CLE) for nearly tie vesrs. Jiere they

.

riza? Aes, nesriv wild,

Feorusry 24 found us merching Sowrrd Lencaster with rmore

tnz 23 we reseciizd Leneczster so et and cold thst we conld serfreely duild our

fir=g, HRilied ©l) our extra horsss two doye. Serk 211,000

(Confeder-ie wonev) to Union wrisoners by Or. ¥ilev. ZIxzch-nzad priseorners ith

govapnll - heslep ang oy Soys ©rme in slzpsh atked end sheeless tut Vilnetoierx
mpée the eltigens clounz Ghs boyss



-rch 3 we drove the Hebs to .zdestoro end camped ei-ht miles from there. UNere

a2 recéived news of the copiure of Cherzr, The enenmy aittzclied us here very fur-

o

iously but we helé our owne. Built barricede ell cround the division znd at ten

o'clock in the gvening the Johnnies overed fire on ¥

c2ttery soon ouiasted them,

They ( ‘heeler ond Hempton's forces) were 211 sround us =znd had twice the me
thet we hzd. "¢ sent up rocketis vhich vere answered by sore oi our scouts cnd

they were detwecn tvwo armies so they dugz out vefore mornirnz.

Cn the fourth of March we siartad =% drybrezl: towards the Grest Pedee Riwver writh

"

vlenty of gruvc for men and horses. Cn the fifth we went tc the Pedee River ond

s
R E i e

w

stood in lire 211 night and until ten in the morning then

L

ed and wvreite

dark befcre “7e could crocs on the pontoons. Did not hrove zonbtoons enoushtso

vere com»elled to use forty-tvo we zon boxes ¢ part of $the . These boxes h: 4

=]

been covzrea yrith canvas to moke them weter proof,

-

On kiereh 7 we drove the Rebels out of the tovm of Rocliinghar and tackled tner

SIS ence 0re. e ed pull the srtil f Lh = TEIDS With ropes,w
ading in wbar un o

Parch nints our Sricecds wits arcered S0 efiyn Bi 2 crGSE ro2c opd dhen e roschod
them ws 8o lems liges of fires snd after o 1ittle rocorroitiring we found plon

of Johnniss ¥iio were getiing su-ner.



The Hdezirept wes turnsd back cna I wos left To wetch the Rebels,
Very shortiy azout rifty of them come out as = siclet and we hnltad them znd z-ve
them & volley end “hen commenced a racs, we firins as often ss -r¢ could and finally

reacned the Hegiment in line who

=
=

maprched 211 night p=srallel To

2

horse now snd then, ‘7e pushed on to xzrds Fayettevills in Xerth Czroline end
7aile on the nsreh one of Ttheelar's steff rode into our lines and bezen cursing

us for nct hurrying 2lonz at a faster geie. e tool him in even tho he did think

he wes smong his ovm bunch.

Three Divisions of Rebels werse in the rosd ahesd of us and four Divisions behind
s, 8nd you cen bet we soon left thet rosd.

iz presced in s Trizhtensd lady 25 our zuide and took 2 blind road and built 2

lonz bridze and held it in plsce until svery mon and
it over &nd hurriéd chesd to

viere in trouble 2s e could he

% L

After we Jjoined the other brigades we I i Kilpasrick®

iga

out of Lheir ecoop &nd nesrly cepturec. Cn farch nese

on road to reyettevi

o

went into ¢ mo 2né on the eleventh we marched within =
agein esmpead.

the Rebels Lurned the brid; e =cross Caze Fesr Ziver ond
azain, iio grub, but we ot cur mail end sent some hene

ourth of Eoren

b,

finé Eilpstrick vith the other two brigsades

zr artillery 2pnd mmsketry fir

nz on curlleft.

.

s trocos had been dr
sundovn e ¥ers &8

i3
i

~ile of TFovetteville
we »ut dam nontcons
by to Sovan

wagon crossed, then vpucshed

ve then

end




On reechinz “verstoro we struck the enemy in force. I was on the sMirmish line
vrithea shell stuecl tizht in my zun end ths Rebels coming lively end had e notion
to run but at that time our battery onened snd we held them until the infen:ry
came and relieved us. Ccmped for the nizht and next dey had a hot time all doy
long ena the Johnnies skededdled toward Raleigh, Here we had fought infsntry

in their works and received loud przise for our work. Yie vulled out in the night

and crossed Black Riwver, then headed for Smithfisld,

Lisrch nineteenth we were in the rear of infentry which indicated trouble or nlenty
of Rebels and the fourteenth corps wes assoulted by Johnson's whole command who
vere fortified. ife lay here all day in barricades on extreme left wing.

=]

At night we went on the skirmish line in front of the twentieth corps and ot day-

bresk we were ordered to take the Rebel viorks. e got there but the works wzsre
empty and we had te tury the Rebel desad,

e viere off tewerd Berntcnville but cemped at Clinton vhere wre did rome forajing
and scouting for Two deyse On Ixrch vwenty fifth specicl field orders vers rj?é

promising rest anid susnlies, 'Te vers s2lso complimented for our five hundred
mile march thru the Carolines.
L “zLi COF GECRGTA*ENT .IN= THCSE CF THE : SEPRCLOLY  “es} T

AS SHBRMAK IS PaCUD CF YQU",

From Clinton to Fosons and then to ount Clive vhere we draw

ves needed too, you bet, =nd ve vere to rest and we did until Anril

.nen we were in the ceddle agzin, Grant told Sherman to press Johnson hard and
this -7ould end the wer at once. ‘& hscded for Smithi'ield to cut off Johnson
from 2wleizh cnd on she twelfth of aodril we were ~t it eorly, ve in advince

alorvs o

A

r= hen e h.d hot work on hené.



(Neslected to stste that on the 1lth of April vwe skirmished all duy and camped

L

eizht miles southwest of Smithfield.)

Received news of Lee's surrender and didn't we yell, and did we cey with joy,
oh yes. 7ie crossed Swift Creek after building & bridze and the Rebels were on
us like mad end we drove them over and out of their earth works. “ie vere on

horseback and you could not see them for dust.

But oh, the price we pzid as sevaral of ocur boys were killed and wounded =2nd

Captain Hawi lost a leg and I came very near to seeing my finish 2s my horse
tore away towards the enemy ancé 2 dullet thru my saddle showed how near was

my calll They ski ped towerd Raleizh ond Will Prics and I went for forage.

Camned seven miles east of Releiih after gziving wece Hampton his fill and cap-
turing & train with two ex-governers who came out to surrender the city and be

protected.

Heavy fighting all day ond on the 13th of April we toecl the rsar, no fighting asg

vie viere not nezded but the other fellows tooi our bsnd end morched first inte Rel-

2izh but we did most of the fi:shtinz just the same 2nd the infentry folloved us.

.

Through Raleigh on towsrds Morrisville 2bout seven miles and we ran into Joe

=4

“thesler's troops a2nd sent him szherd in 2 lively menner.

rade marched towmrd Chazel Eill (&wril 14

—

Here we camped anc the naxt day Atkins Bri

and encountered rheslzr azain and we d¢rove hi: as usuzl. Orders to halt ana hesre

=

o]
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=
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ve halited all d=y and night, hesvy rains and April 18 were ordered to g
Came to Hew mope River and found bridge zone. Cur boys weded across and fought

our last light.
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Next day Sunday the 16th and Genersl Atkins vas informed of a truce betwes=n

W

Sherman and Johnson. 'fe were sent to Chapsl Hill vhere wes loczted The Univer-

sity of horth Carolinea,
Here I saw Yashington's account book and wented it very much dbut we were on honor
guarding sacred rslics and private houses and nothing was disturbed. Vie stayed

herz nearly thres weeks., Our Genoral Atkins founé his wife here 2nd came back

and married her.

On the 24th of April orders were received to resume hostilitiés as Sherman's

terms 4id not suit Secretary of VWar Stanton.

Anril 26, we were ordered to march at daylight and go for “heeler again but the

order w=s countermanded for Johnson hsd surrendered.

May 3rd marched to Hillsboro and marched with revels vho were going home. How

strenze it seemed not to fizht our old foec,

From i1illsboro to Greensbore, in cetmp here was all of dohnson's Artillery, some
two hundred pieces of 211 kinds 2nd patterns.

7e next moved to Lexington end Salisbury. On May 12 made our last march on horse
back 2s a regiment to Concord, North Carolina. Here we lay until the last of
June znd did nectiiing but grumble to ve rustered cut. Bea2utiful comm in the wines

oui vz vented te 5o home very bad.

I we: sent from hers with Lieutenant Sutton and thirty men on a scout to Yorkville
end S-ortenturg to ciic: Gov. licBraw of South Carolinaz. e did not find him but
s the Covmen's bettle ground of Coleniel times and hod a grand ride of 30



Passed ourselves as rebels (they had seen no Yeonks) and we ked the best in the

itchen. This trip finished my soldiering.

Tle left for the North on June twenty second and passed throuzh Danville, Va.
alse Burksville and landed at City Point. On June 26, 1865 we took out boat for
Baltimore then took box cars for Chicago by woy of Harrisburg and Pittsburg and
July the first e landed at Cemn Dougles in Chicnzo end all went swimming in

or

iy

Lake kichigen. July eighth hed our pay and discharze. e hed enlisted

three years or during the war.

This is an outline of my service.

Signed (James A. Colehour)
lst. Corporsl, Co. 1 - 92nd, Ill.
liounted Vol. Infantry.



